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function are we to expect of it ? To what extent and
how is security to provide that function? We have
at the outset of our problem tioops already assembled
for battle, they are not forces still to be grouped, they
are forces ready to be applied The hammer is con-
structed our business is to strike. True enough; but
the hammer is not yet tn hand Oin mass constantly
loses its form of assembly in order to march forward,
and marching is necessary up to the last moment the
march of approach.

Besides, the point to be shuck must be indicated to
the mass, therefore it must be known Such a point is
not a casual one, it will be either a salient on the enemy
line, or a wing, or a flank, therefore the point must
be determined, we have first to seek it, then reach it

For either of these two reasons, any action of our
forces would be utteily uncertain that should be under-
taken without first complying with two conditions :

(1)  The objective to be struck must have been deter-
mined.

(2)  The forces must have been taken in hand and
arrayed in front of that objective

So long as this has not been effectively done, freedom
of action must be kept in its entirety, the troops must
be protected from the adversary's undertakings, for
they are not m a position to meet- him successfully.

As soon as we enter the battle-field, then, at the
moment of action, we are compelled to solve the same
constant difficulties of warfare, namely :

To determine where and how we have to act, where
and how we have to strike.

Once that question has been settled, we must keep
the means and facility of striking even m presence of
the enemy.

Security is therefore indispensable, for it alone
provides. (a) the possibility of avoiding surprises, that
is, of feeling secure; (b) the possibility of seeing clearly,
of reaching the result in spite of the enemy, that is, of
acting securely

Let us return to our instance of the Fifth Corps,
marching on August 6th, 1870

Owing to the dispositions we have taken, it has
managed to keep a good pace The enemy has not
shown himself on the road, there has been, m fact, no